
Protocol 13 of the General Assembly of the International Coordination Council of Employer 

Unions 

Warsaw, 3 October 2019 

 

The following representatives of member organizations participated in the 13th General Meeting of 

the International Coordination Council of Employers' Associations: 

1. Mr. Andrzej Malinowski, President of Employers of Poland, Chairman of the Council, 

2. Mr. Janusz Pietkiewicz, Executive Vice President of the Employers of Poland, 

3. Mr. Vitalijs Gavrilovs, President of the Employers' Association of Latvia, 

4. Mr. Kadir Baykenov, President of the Confederation of Employers of Kazakhstan, 

5. Mr. Gagik Makaryan, President of the Republican Union of Employers of Armenia, 

6. Mr. Vassil Velev, President of the Bulgarian Association of Industrial Enterprises, 

7. Mr. Stefan Chaykov, Member of the Managing Board, Bulgarian Industrial Capital Association, 

8. Mr. Viacheslav Pshenichnikov, First Executive Vice President of the International Congress of 

Industrialists and Entrepreneurs, 

9. Mr. Elguja Meladze, President of the Georgian Employers Organization, 

10. Mr. Anatoliy Kinakh, President of the Ukrainian League of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs, 

11. Mr. Mykhaylo Khariy, Coordinator of the National Forum “Transformation of Ukraine” 

Ukrainian League of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs, 

12. Mr. Anatoliy Kharlap Chairman of the Republican Association of Industrial Enterprises in 

Belarus, 

13. Mr. Vyacheslav Vinnik, Chief Advisor , Republican Association of Industrial Enterprises in 

Belarus, 

14. Mr. Oleg Boyarin, Deputy Head of the Federation Council Federation of Employers of Ukraine 

15. Mr. Péter Lőrincze Chief Advisor to the President, National Association of Entrepreneurs and 

Employers in Hungary. 

The guests of the 11th General Assembly of the International Coordination Council of Employers' 

Associations were: 

1. Rainer Plassmann, President of the CEEP 

2. Valeria Ronzitti, Secretary General of the CEEP 

3. Elmar Thyen, CCO CEEP 



 

Opening the meeting 

The General Assembly of the International Coordination Council of Employers' Associations was 

opened by the President of the Council, the President of Employers of Poland, Mr Andrzej 

Malinowski (hereinafter referred to as «the Chairman of the Council").  

Election of the new chairman of ICCEU 

After greeting the delegates and guests of the Assembly, the chairman of the Council announced 

elections and asked to propose candidates for this position. The main candidate for the position of 

chairman of the Coordination Council was Mr. Vitalijs Gavrilovs. After a short deliberation, Mr. 

Gavrilovs was elected chairman of ICCEU for 2020. After that, Mr Vitalijs Gavrilovs took the floor. 

Mr. Gavrilovs thanked for the trust and spoke about the main directions of further development of 

the Coordinating Council. Among other things, he emphasized the importance of the changes taking 

place in the European economy, identified the most important topics that employers' organizations 

should discuss in order to try to improve the situation for the better. 

Round table with CEEP 

After the election, the Chairman of the Council gave a speech to Mr. Janusz Pietkiewicz. Mr. 

Pietkiewicz welcomed guests from CEEP, Mr Rainer Plassmann, President of the CEEP, Ms Valeria 

Ronzitti, Secretary General of the CEEP and Mr Elmar Thyen, CCO CEEP and asked that everyone 

present at this meeting introduce himself and present what organization he represents. Also Mr. 

Pietkiewicz referred to the speech of Mr. Gavrilovs that there is a need to intensify the presence of 

business from the region of Central and Eastern Europe in the activities of the organization CEEP. 

After that the first speech was given to Mr. Plassmann, President of CEEP. Mr. Plassmann told about 

the history of the name of this organization, he emphasized that it was not an organization of 

employers, but a lobby, hence the Center appears in the name. He also mentioned the change of the 

CEEP name, which will take place this year, and encouraged to support them in this matter. Mr. 

Plassmann emphasized that CEEP is open to cooperation. After Mr Plassmann’s speech Mr 

Pietkiewicz summed up CEEP's action, saying that if a company wants to change something in 

European Union legislation, it is worth addressing this issue to CEEP and see who has a similar 

problem. After that, Mrs Ronzitti spoke, who was stressed that she had already participated in the 

round table with ICCEU and was pleased to come back here. Then she said that the principle of CEEP 



is each member organization can come with their problem, which will be solved together. Ms Ronzitti 

offered permanent cooperation to ICCEU members and asked what topics could be raised during this 

meeting.  

After the speech of dear guests from the CEEP organization, Mr. Pietkiewicz thanked and asked the 

members of the Coordinating Council to speak. The first to speak was Mr. Kharlap, Chairman of the 

Republican Association of Industrial Enterprises in Belarus. Mr. Kharlap thanked for interesting 

speeches and emphasized the importance of cooperation. He also raised the issue of ecological 

development and presented the achievements of Belarus in this area. He asked Mr. Gavrilovs to put 

an emphasis on acting not as a business, but as employers' organizations, representing the interests of 

its members.  

After him, Mr. Pshenichnikov, First Executive Vice President of the International Congress of 

Industrialists and Entrepreneurs, asked to speak. Mr. Pshenichnikov talked about the possibilities of 

cooperation with Russia and invited Mr. Malinowski to the General Assembly of the Euro-Asian 

Partnership, which will take place on December 3-4, 2019. 

Mr. Velev, President of the Bulgarian Association of Industrial Enterprises, asked to take the voice. 

Mr. Velev raised the question about adding to the meeting agenda a point about the harmful effects 

of sanctions against Russia and mentioned that this issue was already raised when he was the chairman 

of the Coordinating Council, but this was met with strong opposition from the Ukrainians partners. 

After the statements of ICCEU members, Mr. Pietkiewicz spoke, emphasizing that Employers of 

Poland is holding the presidency this year in the Marrakesh Business Action for Climate initiative 

and noted that Employers of Poland are organizing the 'Business Perspective on the transition to a 

climate neutral conference on November 6, 2019. future by 2050 ', during which questions of 

innovation, investment, the circular economy and climate change and their effects will be raised. The 

Chairman of the Council emphasized the importance of joining Russia to this initiative. 

Then Mr. Makaryan, President of the Republican Union of Employers of Armenia spoke. Mr. 

Makaryan presented Armenia's achievements in ecological development and presented several 

projects that are currently being implemented. 

Closing the meeting 

The Chairman of the Council thanked everyone for participating in the Coordinating Council as 

well as in such an important event as the 30th anniversary conference of Employers of Poland. Mr. 



Malinowski congratulated the newly elected Chairman of the Council Mr. Gavrilovs and wished all 

the best in all his activities. The Chairman of the Council invited everyone to the lunch and closed 

the session. 

 

President of the Council 

Andrzej Malinowski 

President of Employers of Poland 

 


